Kent State University
Corporate Partnership for International Experience

Program Goal:  Match corporations in and around Northeast Ohio to KSU students looking to study abroad.  These companies will sponsor the students in the form of a $2500 scholarship.  $2000 of that money will go towards the student(s)’ study abroad expenses and $500 will cover programming cost of the student(s) Friday/Saturday participation in the “Study Abroad to Working Ohio” program.
This program will contain effective and comprehensive activities focusing on work readiness, leadership, community engagement and work experience. 15-30 student participants will complete pre-employment/work maturity/life skills training on the initial day of the program.  Following pre-employment training, participants will carry out job-specific skills training, based upon the students’ academic majors (e.g. International business, Fashion Design, Education, Architecture, and Communications, etc.).  Following job-specific skills training, participants experience a 1-day, highly engaging, experiential leadership training service learning program.  A ceremony to reflect, thank and congratulate will close the program.

Purpose:  
	•	To foster the international experience in all KSU students and help prepare them to be tomorrow’s workforce leaders through study abroad.  
	•	Reduce economic pressures on students
	•	Give back to the local community through service learning
	•	Connect corporations to local graduates who understand the value of international experience and service and how it will benefit them as future employees and managers.
	•	Keep talented Ohio students in Ohio post graduation.

Program Outline:
1)  Student Application, due by Oct 27th, 2010: Students will fill out an application to enter into the scholarship pool.  The students’ applications, once approved for participation by the KSU Office of International Affairs, will be shared with the partner corporations.  Each corporation will select a student(s) to sponsor on a first come, first serve basis by Nov. 10th, 2010

2)  Scholarship Participation, Nov. 19th and 20th, 2010: To earn this scholarship, the student(s) will participate in a 2-day leadership/communication workshop.  They will also complete a service learning project in the Kent area to benefit the local community.

3)  Research project, due by April 15th, 2011: The student(s) will be abroad during the Spring Semester (01/11-05/11). During this time they will complete a five page research project on the industry climate and possible international clients/competition in the host country for their sponsoring company. This project will benefit the sponsoring company by providing international research at a low cost; and develop the global business mindset of the student(s) in preparation for their entry into the work force.  Students will be connected with a contact within their sponsoring company to gather information and guide their research.

KSU Student Profile:
	•	Students are typically between second semester Sophomores to second semester Juniors
	•	Academic majors range from Business, Architecture, Fashion Design, Communications, International Relations, Translation, Science, English, etc.
	•	All participants have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher
	•	Many are first generation college students and using loans to finance their education
